Care of newly planted trees

Weeding

Grasses and weeds compete with young trees for moisture, nutrients and light. In the first five years after planting effective weed control is an important factor in aiding the establishment of young trees.

If planting in a lawn ensure you leave a circle of diameter 90cm (3ft) free from turf as this can seriously affect establishment and later growth.

Mulching

Mulching is a highly effective method of controlling weeds, conserving moisture and reducing temperature extremes. Suitable mulches include woven polypropylene or proprietary tree mulch mats. Organic mulches include bark mulch, leafmould or well-rotted manure. While clear of weeds apply a mulch 7.5cm (3in) thick over the root area (a minimum of 50-75cm (20-30in) in diameter). Draw the mulch back from the base of the stem to prevent rotting.

Watering

Water thoroughly in dry spells to ensure that the water reaches the full depth of the root system. Watering little and often may do more harm than good by encouraging roots to remain near the surface and discouraging trees from sending out roots into the surrounding soil in search of water.

Feeding

There is no need to apply fertiliser in the first growing season. The roots should be encouraged to grow out into the surrounding soil in search of nutrients and moisture to establish a healthy root system. On infertile soils, feeding the year after planting may be beneficial. Apply a balanced general-purpose feed at manufacturer’s recommended rate in the spring.

Formative pruning

Corrective pruning is best carried out while the tree is still young. This may involve shortening or removing any competing leaders, and removing damaged, dead or diseased wood. Lower laterals on feathered trees may also need removing in stages over the first few years.

Adjusting ties and removing stakes

Inspect tree ties in spring and autumn and adjust ties to prevent constriction of the stem. After two growing seasons the tree should make sufficient root growth to anchor the tree and the stake can be removed.
Staking trees

Staking newly planted trees is necessary to prevent the movement of the roots. Movement can tear new roots, slowing down establishment. A newly planted tree will take a couple of growing seasons to anchor itself firmly in the soil.

Which stake is suitable?

With container-grown and rootballed trees use an angled stake or a pair of stakes.

With bare-root trees use a single low stake.
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With flexible stemmed trees provide more support in the first year with a long stake, cutting it lower in the second year.

Large trees, particularly when transplanted are sometimes secured with guys which can be attached to the lower branches or using an underground guying system.

Planting trees on a slope requires an angled stake.

Staking methods

Single low stake: The standard method of staking trees, usually inserted before the tree is planted. It should reach no more than one third of the height of the tree. This anchors the roots while allowing the stem to sway and thicken. There should be a gap of 2.5-3cm (1-1.25in) between the stem and the stake.

Double stake: Two or three stakes can be inserted opposite each other or equally spaced around the tree outside the rootball. Useful in windy sites.

[image: image2.jpg]


Guying: Use low stakes inserted at a 45 degree angle away from the tree to secure strong wire to. Rubber hosepipe should be used where the wire touches the stem or branches of the tree to prevent rubbing.

Angled stake: Can be driven in before or after planting at a 45 degree angle, leaning into the prevailing wind. Secure with a flexible tree tie - check all ties during the growing season and loosen if necessary.[image: image3.jpg]



Tree ties

Adjustable ties with spacers allow ties to be loosened as the tree girth expands.

Tips

Whichever method is used the stake must be anchored firmly in the soil. If the stake can still move the roots will not be anchored firmly.

Single stakes should be inserted on the side of the prevailing wind so that the tree is blown away from the stake to prevent the tree rubbing.

Check the ties during the growing season, and loosen as necessary to avoid constricting the trees growth.

Further information

Tree staking
Tree Council website
