INTRODUCTION TO HYDROPONICS
Introduction To Hydroponics
· What is hydroponics? 


Hydroponics is growing crops without the use of soil.


· How do plants grown in a hydroponic system get their nutrients? 


The nutrients come from a nutrient solution that is monitored daily.


· True or False: Lettuce, tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, and herbs are common crops that are grown by hydroponics. 


True


· Does a person growing crops with hydroponics get better yields compared to the person that is growing in the soil? Why or Why not? 


Yes. The nutrient solution provides all the necessary nutrients that the plants need to grow. The plants can access the nutrients without any trouble. Therefore the plants are healthy and grow fast. 


· Please list two (2) disadvantages of hydroponics. 


High start up cost, there is a lot of skill required, and the system must be kept sanitary or the entire crop can be effected.


· Please list the two (2) methods that are commonly used in hydroponic production. 


Water culture and Aggregate culture.


· True or False: The nutrient film technique is a water culture system. 


True


· What is the best way to irrigate a crop that is grown by a gravel culture? 


Sub-irrigation is the best way to irrigate a gravel culture.


· Why are sand and sawdust cultures considered to be open systems? 


An open system is a system in which the water that is given to the crop is used by the crop or it goes down the drain. A new water solution is constantly given to the crop. This reduces the risk or disease.

