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Environmental Decision Making Models
Objective:
To develop an understanding of decision making models as a tool for coming to and defending environmental decisions.
Background:
In an environmental decision making model (and other scientific fields), certain steps are taken to make a decision. They are as follows: 
· Gather information 

· Consider values 

· Explore consequences 

· Make a decision 

Problem/Issue:
A river runs through Bellsville with a fairly decent flow. The river is not badly polluted and fishing is fairly good which provides a small income for a number of people. There is a river walkway park along the river that people in the city use. Bellsville uses coal for their electrical plant and it is getting more expensive and it is very polluting. Bellsville commissioners have decided to hold a open meeting on shutting down the coal plant and building a reservoir on the river with an hydroelectric plant that should have enough energy to power the city for at least another 20 years. People who use the park object saying it will remove the park. Commissioners say they will include a new park near the reservoir and stock the reservoir with fishes so the fishing will remain the same. The water can also be used to irrigate the valley that does not have enough rainfall to support crops. The reservoir will also protect against floods that come every few years. Of course, taxes would be increased to pay for the reservoir on a 20-year bond program. Should Bellsville build the reservoir? 

Your Task:
Construct a decision making model as follows, make a decision and defend it.
	Consequences
	Environmental
	Economic
	Recreational

	Positive (short term)
 
	.
	.
	.

	Negative (short term)
 
	.
	.
	.

	Positive (long term)
 
	.
	.
	.

	Negative (long term)
 
	.
	.
	.

	Any laws apply?
 
	.
	.
	.


Explain and defend your decision below.
